Closing Speech for the Crown.
The Attorney-General*
generally, her health was good, her disposition cheerful, and that'
she was not suffering from any particular ailment or disease. I
observe that Sir Henry made no reference to that document in his
speech; and, as I say, I do not wish to put that too high, but is not
it a test by which we can see whether the observation is endorsed
by those who separate her illness in 1920 from that of which she
died? That document seems to me to be treated fairly as an esti-
mate on which you can rely on her true condition at that time.
The date of it you will bear in mind is the 23rd August, 1920.
Now let me quite shortly remind you of the August illness.
The doctor had seen her on the 1st August. Dr. Hincks was asked
for a sleeping draught on 15th August. We Enow that Dr. Hincks
took a specimen of the urine, and found albumen in it. On an
earlier occasion she had been suffering from vomiting, and her
tongue was clean, pulse 120, and sordes round her mouth. He
visited her first at twelve o'clock, and the symptoms which had
returned at three o'clock had been increased and were marked.
Those are the symptoms I am dealing with. She suffered from
vomiting, her pulse 120, instead of 80, and sordes round her
mouth, heart dilated and sallow complexion. At three o'clock
Dr. Hincks was doubtful whether she was in a condition in which
she could be taken to the asylum. That anxiety had not existed
in his mind at an earlier time, but when he came back those
symptoms had progressed in such a marked manner that he hesi-
tated. She was taken, not in a car sent from the asylum, which
would contain as part of its equipment something in which the
patient could vomit, but she was taken in a car by Dr. Hincks,
and there was put in a vessel because of her condition that caused
such anxiety. She was taken to the asylum, and arrived there
in an exhausted condition. She arrived, and her urine was found
to contain albumen, which cleared up, and by the 28th it had all
gone, to be quite accurate, and her condition had shown a startling
rapid alteration in the course of the few days from the 18th when
Dr. Hincks visited her.
Arsenical poisoning we know a great deal about now. It has
two features—an immediate effect on the stomach, at first indi-
cated by vomiting, and it has also an action, after the vomiting
and after the arsenic itself has been expelled, upon the nervous
system, and you would expect to find (this is agreed on both sides)
that after the acute symptoms had passed there would be an effect
on the nervous system, which comes on in ten or fourteen days.
What happens 1 She is taken to the asylum, and is there treated,
and the albumen passes away, and the anxiety of her condition
is modified; and yet you find that early in September—about a
fortnight after her admission to the asylum—there is the second
stage of her arsenical poisoning—neuritis, peripheral neuritis—we
know what that means, not local neuritis in one joint or one arm,
but it is from a central force which saps the vitality of the nerves
and finds expression in a general inability to make use of the
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